
	  

	  

ENGLISH 3398: WRITING FOR ENGLISH MAJORS 
Spring 2014 [20489] 
Class Meets: W F 12:45 pm–2:05 pm, Denney 207 
Instructor: Brian McAllister 

Office Hours: W F 2:30 pm–4:00 pm, Denney 503 
Email: mcallister.91@osu.edu 
Mailbox: Denney 421 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course focuses on developing writing skills essential to academic English studies. Our major concerns are sharpening 
close reading skills and thinking carefully about a number of fundamental questions that accompany humanistic inquiry: 
how do we transition from interpreting texts to formulating critical arguments? How do we isolate existing conversations 
within English studies and contemporary culture? What constitutes an audience? What counts as research and how does one 
conduct research in the humanities? Through the semester we will study a variety of texts in a variety of forms (novels, 
short stories, poems, drama, film) and supplement them with critical, historical, and theoretical readings. Through these 
texts, we will learn to triangulate sharp textual analysis with historical thinking and theoretical inquiry in order to contribute 
to lively conversations in and outside of the university. To emphasize the writing process, our course is structured around a 
series of essay assignments, which allow you to practice the range of techniques necessary to produce high-quality essays 
about literature: outlining, doing close analysis, using textual evidence, thesis writing, using argumentative rhetoric 
effectively, organizing paragraphs, responding to other critics, and revising. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

- Joseph Conrad, The Secret Agent 
- James Joyce, Dubliners Norton Critical Edition (must use this specific edition) 
- Harold Pinter, The Birthday Party 
- Angela Carter, The Bloody Chamber 
- Janet E. Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature, 3rd edition 
- MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th edition 
- Selected readings available on Carmen 

 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 

Engagement            15% 

 The level and success of your engagement with the class will be measured on two levels: 

1) Participation: Good participation means having read the material assigned for the day and being prepared to 
contribute your views on the assigned reading. You are expected to have all required materials with you. If 
you arrive to class without the materials, you will be counted absent. Active listening and questioning are 
important components of participation. This grade is also contingent on you collaborating appropriately and 
respectfully with your classmates and me. You will not earn a good participation grade if you just show up to 
class and do not actively involve yourself in class discussions. Should there be any reason that hinders your 
ability to participate, please speak with me and we will work together to resolve the situation. 

2) Reading quizzes: Quizzes will come intermittently throughout the semester. They are intended to ensure 
careful and patient reading. You may drop your lowest quiz grade. There are no make up quizzes. 

Workshop Reports           20% 

Each student will have one paper draft workshopped and reviewed during the semester. In these workshop 
sessions, students will be divided into small groups to discuss individual papers. Members of each group will write 
peer-review reports for the essay that will be reviewed by the instructor and then distributed to the author. 

Three Papers             65% 

The papers make up the bulk of your work for this course. Each student will participate in a workshop for one of 
the papers. Please sign up for a workshop day on Carmen. The slots will be filled on a first come, first served 
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basis. No more than four people per workshop day. Final drafts of your papers will be polished critical arguments. 
All final papers will follow MLA format for in-text citations and the “Works Cited” page. 

Paper 1 (1200 words): 15% 
Paper 2 (1800 words): 20% 
Paper 3 (2100-2500 words): 30% 

Grade Scale 

E: 0–59  D: 60–66 D+: 67–69 C-: 70–72 C: 73–76 C+: 77–79 B-: 80–82 

B: 83–86 B+: 87–89 A-: 90–92 A: 93–100 

 

COURSE POLICIES 

Attendance is important to the success of this class and to your development as a writer. Therefore, each unexcused 
absence after three will result in the lowering of your final grade by a third of a grade. Excused absences, such as those 
for documented illness, family tragedy, religious observance, or travel for inter-collegiate athletics, will not affect your 
grade, though it is your responsibility to get all missed work. Seven unexcused absences will automatically result in 
failure for the course. 

Tardiness is disruptive to the classroom environment, and prevents you from fully participating and assimilating the 
information and materials discussed in class. Excessive tardiness will lower your participation grade. 

Cell Phones/Electronic Devices must be turned OFF before class (not on silent or vibrate). No computers can be used 
during class. Texting or using other electronic devices during class will affect your ability to participate in class discussion 
and, therefore, severely affect your participation grade. 

Plagiarism is the unauthorized use of the words or ideas of another person. It is a serious academic offense that can result 
in referral to the Committee on Academic Misconduct and failure for the course. Please remember that at no point during 
the writing process should the work of others be presented as your own. 

Student Work must be completed and submitted on time. All assignments should be turned in during the class period when 
they are due. Late assignment will lose one full letter grade for each day they are late. The grade will not be affected when 
an assignment is late for reasons that would result in an excused absence, though it is the responsibility of the student to 
contact the instructor to establish a new deadline. Students who know they will miss the class when the assignment is due 
must contact the instructor as soon as possible in advance of class to arrange for submission of the assignment. 

Class Cancellation Policy: In the unlikely event of an emergency, I will contact you via email and request that a note on 
department letterhead be placed on the door. In addition, I will contact you as soon as possible following the cancellation to 
let you know what will be expected of you for our next class meeting. 

 

RESOURCES 

The Writing Center offers the following free services to members of the OSU community: 

• Help with any assignment (ranging from lab reports to dissertations) at any stage of the writing process 
(brainstorming, thesis development, revising, etc.). 

• Face-to-face, 50 minute tutorials by appointment at our main location in 4120A Smith Labs, Monday through 
Friday. 

• Online tutoring sessions via Carmen by appointment. 
• Walk in appointments at our two satellite locations: 

o Smith-Steeb dorms, Monday-Wednesday, 7pm–9pm. 
o Thompson library 1st floor, Monday-Thursday, 11am–1pm and 5pm–7pm. 

• Online appointment scheduling, available 24/7. 

Please visit http://cstw.osu.edu or call 688-4291 to make an appointment. 

Deb Kuzawa, University Libraries GAA, can provide assistance at any stage of the research process. She is available at 
the Writing Center in Thompson Library, from 11am–1pm and 5pm–7pm Monday through Thursday. All sessions 
are drop-in and last for up to 20 minutes. Deb can be reached at kuzawa.1@osu.edu. 
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Anne Fields, subject librarian for English and Linguistics, can also offer research assistance. Dr. Fields can be reached 
at fields.179@osu.edu.  

The Office for Disability Services, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students with documented 
disabilities. Contact the ODS at 2-3307. 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

Week One 
8 January (Wednesday) 

NO CLASS 
- Review syllabus [Carmen] 

 
10 January (Friday)   

NO CLASS 
- Begin reading Garden, Culler, and Poetry Packet 1 for Monday [Carmen] 

 
Week Two 

15 January (Wednesday)   
- Course Introduction 
- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature (1–20, 96–100) 
- Culler, “What is Literature and Does It Matter?” [Carmen] 
- Poetry Packet 1 [Carmen] 

 
17 January (Friday)   

- Workshop Sign-up 
- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature (59–63, 100–110) 
- Poetry Packet 2 [Carmen] 

 
Week Three 

22 January (Wednesday) 
- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature (21–32, 72–75) 
- Joyce, “The Sisters,” “An Encounter,” “Araby” (in Dubliners 3–26) 

 
24 January (Friday) 

- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature (40–50) 
- Joyce, “Eveline,” “A Little Cloud” (in Dubliners 26–32, 57–70) 

 
Week Four 

29 January (Wednesday)   
PAPER 1 DRAFT DUE 

- Sample Workshop Essay 
- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature (32–40) 
- Joyce, “The Dead” (in Dubliners 151–194) 

 
31 January (Friday) 
BRING COMPLETED WORKSHOP REPORT I TO CLASS 

- Workshop I 
- Cheng, “Empire and Patriarchy in ‘The Dead’” (in Dubliners 342–365) 

 
Week Five 

5 February (Wednesday) 
- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature (63–66) 
- Carter, “The Courtship of Mr. Lyon,” “The Tiger’s Bride” (in The Bloody Chamber 41–68) 

 
7 February (Friday) 

- Carter, “The Snow Child,” “Lady of the House of Love” (in The Bloody Chamber 91–108) 
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Week Six 
PAPER 1 FINAL DUE 
12 February (Wednesday) 

- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature (166–169) 
- Carter, “The Werewolf,” “The Company of Wolves” (in The Bloody Chamber 108–118) 

 
14 February (Friday) 

- Carter, “Wolf-Alice” (in The Bloody Chamber 119–126) 
- Carter, “Peter and the Wolf” [Carmen] 

 
Week Seven 

19 February (Wednesday) 
- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature (166–169) 
- Pinter, The Birthday Party, Act I–II 

 
21 February (Friday) 

- Pinter, The Birthday Party, Act III 
 
Week Eight 

26 February (Wednesday) 
PAPER 2 DRAFT DUE 

- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature (130–138) 
- Conrad, The Secret Agent (3–82) 

 
28 February (Friday) 
BRING COMPLETED WORKSHOP REPORT II TO CLASS 

- Workshop II 
- Conrad, The Secret Agent (83–120) 

 
Week Nine 

5 March (Wednesday)   
- Conrad, The Secret Agent (120–210) 

 
7 March (Friday) 

- Conrad, The Secret Agent (210–246) 
 
Week Ten 
NO CLASS. SPRING BREAK. 
 
Week Eleven 

19 March (Wednesday)   
PAPER 2 FINAL DUE 

- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature (169–173) 
- Mulry, “The Anarchist in the House: The Politics of Conrad’s The Secret Agent” [Carmen] 

 
21 March (Friday)   

- Gerald Graff & Cathy Birkenstein, “Entering the Conversation” [Carmen] 
 
Week Twelve 

26 March (Wednesday) 
- Refining the Academic Conversation 

 
28 March (Friday) 

NO CLASS 
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Week Thirteen 
2 April (Wednesday)   
PAPER 3 DRAFT DUE 

- Abu-Assad, Paradise Now [In-Class Viewing] 
 
4 April (Friday)    

- Abu-Assad, Paradise Now [In-Class Viewing] 
 
Week Fourteen 

9 April (Wednesday)   
BRING COMPLETED WORKSHOP REPORT IIIA TO CLASS 

- Workshop III, pt. 1 
 
11 April (Friday)   
BRING COMPLETED WORKSHOP REPORT IIIB TO CLASS 

- Workshop III, pt. 2 
 
Week Fifteen 

16 April (Wednesday) 
- Proofreading, fine-tuning, and ending the writing process 

 
18 April (Friday)   

PAPER 3 FINAL DUE 
- Course Wrap-Up 
- Discursive Evaluations 


