
English 1510 [111] Au16 / Syllabus 

WRITING & RHETORIC I 
STRANGE SPACES 
 
English 1510 / Section 111 / 10537 / Autumn 2016 
Class Meet: M W F 9:40 am–10:35 am, Ellis 020 
Instructor: Brian McAllister 
 Office Hours: M W F 1:00 pm–2:00 pm or by appointment 
 Office: Ellis 376 [Located inside Ellis 360] 
 Email: mcallisb@ohio.edu 
 Mailbox: Located outside Ellis 360 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Writing and Rhetoric I is an introductory writing course that employs methods of critical analysis to provide you with the 
tools to think and write analytically. The course builds sequentially on your ability to analyze texts and requires that you 
generate critical pieces of writing. We will work collaboratively on a variety of assignments with the objective of 
developing a critical voice that engages with other scholarly perspectives. Rather than prepare you to become literary 
critics, Writing and Rhetoric I will furnish you with skills that can be profitably used in your other classes. The course 
strives to drive home that writing can be an enabling skill that situates your thinking within developing conversations and 
allows you to contribute meaningfully to the construction of knowledge. 

In order to focus our analyses, we will attend to a variety of “strange,” “weird,” or “disorienting” literary spaces—from the 
fairy tale landscape to the modern high rise, from the belly of a slave ship to the post-apocalyptic zombie landscape. This 
strangeness will be present at a variety of levels—from the strange worlds create by the literature to unusual arrangements 
of text on a page down to the very surfaces on which texts appear. We will use the various writing assignments throughout 
the semester to consider ways that these strange spaces shape our relationship with a text and influence our textual analyses 
and the ways that we create conversations in our writing. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
1. Read and interpret texts from multiple genres of writing.  
2. Write evidence based essays about multiple genres, for different contexts and purposes.  
3. Demonstrate an awareness of English language and literature in different national (historical, social, political, 

and cultural) contexts.  
4. Collect and sift information, analyze and interpret a diverse variety of primary sources and present material in 

appropriate formats of writing, including in standardized bibliographical citation styles such as MLA. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU PURCHASE THESE EDITIONS. NO ELECTRONIC VERSIONS. 
- Gardner, Janet E. Reading and Writing about Literature. 3rd edition. [ISBN: 978-1-4576-0649-6] 
- Carter, Angela. The Bloody Chamber. [ISBN: 0-14-017821-X] 
- Ballard, J. G. High-Rise. [ISBN: 978-0-87140-402-2] 
- Johnson, Charles. Middle Passage. [ISBN: 0-684-85588-7] 
- Whitehead, Colson. Zone One. [ISBN: 978-0-307-45517-8] 
- Reading materials on Blackboard must be printed and brought to class. 

 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 

Class Participation           10% 
Good participation means having read the material assigned for the day, having brought a copy of that material to 
class, and being prepared to contribute your views on the assigned reading. Active listening and questioning are 
important components of participation. This grade is also contingent on you collaborating appropriately and 
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respectfully with your classmates and me. You will not earn a good participation grade if you just attend class 
and do not actively involve yourself in class discussions. Failure to bring the readings to class (including those 
that you need to print from Blackboard) will result in an unexcused absence. Should there be any reason that 
hinders your ability to participate, please speak with me as soon as possible, and we will work together to resolve 
the situation. 

Reading Responses           10% 
Students will post 10, 300-word responses to prompts on the Blackboard discussion board. (Response 9 will be 
your reflection on a symposium panel. Response 10 will be your peer reviews.) These relatively informal, low-
pressure responses will serve to guide class discussion and address particular concerns, questions, and 
observations that students may have about the reading for the day. My hope is that responses help you prepare for 
class discussion on the following day. Reading responses must be posted to the discussion board by 9:00 am on 
the day of class, so that I may read them and use them to help prepare class discussions. 

Reading Quizzes            10% 
There will be an occasional short quiz at the beginning of class that addresses basic details of the reading for that 
week. These quizzes will be used to determine whether or not students are keeping up with and synthesizing the 
course reading. 

Short Paper            15% 
Students will respond to a prompt with a 700–1000 word essay that engages in a close reading and analysis of a 
short story from Angela Carter’s The Blood Chamber. (More details to come.) 

Final Paper Proposal / Annotated Bibliography        10% 
In preparation for the Final Paper, students will submit proposal that includes their initial thinking about the nature 
and scope of their argument. In this proposal, they will state the research questions that motivate their project. 
They will also include in this document an annotated bibliography of potential secondary sources that will situate 
their essay within a larger academic conversation. We will meet individually to discuss this document and prepare 
for the final assignment. 

Symposium Presentation           15% 
Students will convert a portion of their work for the Final Paper into a symposium presentation. As audience 
members, students will actively listen and ask thoughtful questions about the individual presenters’ projects. 
(More details to come.) 

Final Paper            30% 
In this culminating project for the semester students will employ the various reading, interpreting, and analyzing 
strategies that we’ve discussed throughout the class to produce a sophisticated and nuanced essay (6-7 pages) that 
addresses a specific primary source. Moreover, students will situate these claims within an academic conversation 
by evaluating and incorporating various secondary sources into their own writing. (More details to come.) 

 

Grade Scale 

E: 0–59  D: 60–66 D+: 67–69 C-: 70–72 C: 73–76 C+: 77–79 B-: 80–82 

B: 83–86 B+: 87–89 A-: 90–92 A: 93–100 

 

COURSE POLICIES 

Attendance is essential to the success of this class. Therefore, each unexcused absence after four will result in the 
lowering of your final grade by a third of a grade. Excused absences, such as those for documented illness, 
family tragedy, religious observance, or travel for inter-collegiate athletics, will not affect your grade, though it is 
your responsibility to provide the appropriate documentation and get all missed work. Seven unexcused absences 
will automatically result in failure for the course. 

Tardiness is disruptive to the classroom environment, and prevents you from fully participating and assimilating the 
information and materials discussed in class. If you are late, please still come to class, but excessive tardiness will 
lower your participation grade. 

Cell Phones/Electronic Devices: For all classes, cell phones must be turned OFF before class (not on silent or vibrate). 
During all class sessions, texting or using other electronic devices outside the scope of the course will affect your 
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ability to participate in class discussion and, therefore, any usage outside of designated class activities will result 
in an unexcused absence for that day. Extensive research (e.g., Sana, et al.; Hembrooke and Gay; Mueller and 
Oppenheimer) has shown laptops, tablets, etc. to be significant distractions for both users and nearby students. 

Plagiarism is the unauthorized use of the words or ideas of another person. It is a serious academic offense that can result 
in referral to the Office of Community Standards and Student Responsibility and failure for the course. Please 
remember that at no point during the writing process should the work of others be presented as your own. 

Student Work must be completed and submitted on time. All assignments should be turned in during the class period when 
they are due. Late assignments will lose one full letter grade for each day they are late. The grade will not be 
affected when an assignment is late for reasons that would result in an excused absence, though it is the 
responsibility of the student to contact the instructor to establish a new deadline. Students who know they will 
miss the class when the assignment is due must contact the instructor as soon as possible in advance of class to 
arrange for submission of the assignment. 

Class Cancellation Policy: In the unlikely event of an emergency, I will contact you via email and request that a note on 
department letterhead be placed on the door. In addition, I will contact you as soon as possible following the 
cancellation to let you know what will be expected of you for our next class meeting. 

 

RESOURCES 

The Student Writing Center [https://www.ohio.edu/uc/aac/swc.cfm], located in the Alden Library (2nd floor), provides 
free scheduled and walk-in face-to-face appointments as well as online appointments. Assistance is available at 
any stage of the writing process, from understanding the assignment to looking at the revised draft. You can get 
help with developing the thesis or main idea, organizing or developing the ideas, the bibliography, grammatical 
issues or any other writing concerns. For  free, face-to-face 50-minute sessions, visit 
http://ohio.mywconline.com. Once registered, you can see and schedule an appointment up to a week in advance. 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

Week One 
22 August 

- Class Introduction 

24 August 
- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature [1–5] 
- Carter, The Bloody Chamber, “The Courtship of Mr. Lyon” [41–51] 

26 August 
RESPONSE 1 DUE 

- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature [53–56 (“Response”); 72–75 (“Elements of 
Fiction”)] 

- Carter, The Bloody Chamber, “The Tiger’s Bride” [51–67] 

 

Week Two 
29 August 
RESPONSE 2 DUE 

- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature [6–20] 
- Carter, The Bloody Chamber, “The Werewolf,” “The Company of Wolves” [108–118] 

31 August 
- Carter, The Bloody Chamber, “Puss-in-Boots” [68–84] 

2 September 
READING QUIZ 1 

- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature [59–63 (“Analysis”)] 
- Carter, The Bloody Chamber. “The Lady of the House of Love” [84–92] 
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Week Three 
5 September 
NO CLASS. LABOR DAY. 

7 September 
RESPONSE 3 DUE 

- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature [21–32] 
- Carter, The Bloody Chamber, “The Bloody Chamber” [7–41] 

9 September 
READING QUIZ 2 

- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature [42–49 (“Using Quotations Effectively”)] 
- Carter, The Bloody Chamber, “Wolf-Alice” [119–126] 

 

Week Four 
12 September 
SHORT PAPER DRAFT DUE 

- Schanoes, “Fearless Children and Fabulous Monsters: Angela Carter, Lewis Carroll, and Beastly 
Girls” [Blackboard] 

- Statement of Understanding 

14 September 
- Gardner, Reading and Writing about Literature [32–42] 
- Ballard, “Chronopolis” [Blackboard] 

16 September 
READING QUIZ 3 

- Ballard, High-Rise [13–43] 

 

Week Five 
19 September 
RESPONSE 4 DUE 

- Ballard, High-Rise [44–97] 

21 September 
- Ballard, High-Rise [98–115] 

23 September 
READING QUIZ 4 

- Ballard, High-Rise [116–136] 

 

Week Six 
26 September 
SHORT PAPER FINAL DUE  

- Ballard, High-Rise [137–185] 

28 September 
READING QUIZ 5 

- Ballard, High-Rise [186–207] 

30 September 
- Colombino, “The House as Skin: J. G. Ballard, Existentialism and Archigram’s mini-

environments” [Blackboard] 
- Bring completed Statement of Understanding to class 

 

Week Seven 
3 October 
NO CLASS. READING DAY. 
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5 October 
RESPONSE 5 [PSYCHOGEOGRAPHICAL NARRATIVE] DUE 

- Psychogeography 

7 October 
READING QUIZ 6 

- Johnson, Middle Passage [1–21] 

 

Week Eight 
10 October 
RESPONSE 6 DUE 

- Johnson, Middle Passage [22–70] 

12 October 
READING QUIZ 7 

- Johnson, Middle Passage [71–99] 

14 October 
- Johnson, Middle Passage [100–119] 

 

Week Nine 
17 October 
RESPONSE 7 DUE 

- Johnson, Middle Passage [120–184] 

19 October 
READING QUIZ 8 

- Johnson, Middle Passage [185–209] 

21 October 
- Steinberg, “Charles Johnson’s Middle Passage: Fictionalizing History and Historicizing Fiction” 

[Blackboard] 
- Bring Statement of Understanding to class 

 

Week Ten 
24 October 
PAPER PROPOSAL / ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE 

- Whitehead, Zone One [3–59] 

26 October 
- Whitehead, Zone One [59–93] 

28 October 
READING QUIZ 9 

- Whitehead, Zone One [93–128] 

 

Week Eleven 
31 October 
RESPONSE 9 DUE 

- Whitehead, Zone One [131–201] 

 
2 November 

- Whitehead, Zone One [201–230] 

4 November 
READING QUIZ 10 

- Whitehead, Zone One [230–271] 
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Week Twelve 
7 November 
RESPONSE 10 DUE 

- Whitehead, Zone One [275–322] 

9 November 
- Symposium Panel 1 

11 November 
NO CLASS. VETERANS’ DAY. 

 

Week Thirteen 
14 November 
FINAL PAPER DRAFT DUE 
SYMPOSIUM RESPONSE TO PANEL 1 DUE 

- Symposium Panel 2 

16 November 
SYMPOSIUM RESPONSE TO PANEL 2 DUE 

- Symposium Panel 3 

18 November 
SYMPOSIUM RESPONSE TO PANEL 3 DUE 

- Symposium Panel 4 

 

Week Fourteen 
21 November 
SYMPOSIUM RESPONSE TO PANEL 4 DUE 

- Symposium Panel 5 

23 November 
NO CLASS. THANKSGIVING BREAK. 

25 November 
NO CLASS. THANKSGIVING BREAK. 

 

Week Fifteen 
28 November 
SYMPOSIUM RESPONSE TO PANEL 5 DUE 
BRING 2 COPIES OF FINAL PAPER TO CLASS 

- Distribute essays for peer review 
- The Peer-Review Process 

30 November 
BRING COMPLETED PEER REVIEW WORKSHEETS TO CLASS 

- Peer Review [Bring Completed Peer Review Worksheets to Class] 

2 December 
FINAL PAPER DUE 

- Course Wrap-Up 
 


