
English 3150 Au17 / Syllabus 

20TH-CENTURY BRITISH AND IRISH LITERATURE 
THE LITERATURE OF FOUR NATIONS 
English 3150 (Autumn 2017) 
Class Meet: T Th 10:30 am–11:50 am, Tupper Hall 107 
Instructor: Brian McAllister 
 Office Hours: T Th 3:30–4:30 pm or by appointment 
 Office: Lindley Hall S219 
 Email: mcallisb@ohio.edu 
 Mailbox: Lindley Hall N152 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This class tracks the development of British and Irish literature from the beginning of the twentieth century to the present. 
We will consider literary and artistic developments of the period to understand ways that literature has negotiated the 
nuanced relationship between different and occasionally conflicting national identities and sovereignties—whether in light 
of a declining British Empire; the developing social, economic, and political trends of the United Kingdom; the 
complicated interrelationships between the nations that have made up this kingdom; or the pressures from international and 
globalizing forces. 

We’ll explore a range of texts from England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland (or Northern Ireland after 1921). Our texts will 
include short stories (e.g., James Joyce’s Dubliners), novels (e.g., Jon McGregor’s If Nobody Speaks of Remarkable 
Things), poetry (e.g., Seamus Heaney’s “Station Island”), and drama (e.g., Samuel Beckett’s Endgame). We’ll consider the 
various approaches that authors from Britain and Ireland have taken to embrace, reject, or complicate the concept of 
“nation” and the formation of a “national” literature. These questions will be central to the class: How does literature 
influence the complex and developing questions that surround national and international politics of Britain and Ireland 
throughout the twentieth and twenty-first centuries? And how do these national politics (whether British, Irish, English, or 
others) influence literary production? 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
1. Develop skills in critical thinking, articulate discussion, and analytical writing. 
2. Apply those skills to understand the historical and cultural context that shaped the literature that we will read. 
3. Use that literature and those skills to consider the complicated role of poetic production in Britain and Ireland 

throughout the twentieth century, in terms of cultural, social, political, and aesthetic contexts. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

ALL TEXTS AVAILABLE AT THE LITTLE PROFESSOR. PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU PURCHASE THESE EDITIONS. 
NO ELECTRONIC VERSIONS. 

• Samuel Beckett, Endgame [978-0802144393] 
• Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness [978-0375753770] 
• Lewis Grassic Gibbon, Sunset Song [978-1904598664] 
• Christopher Isherwood, Goodbye to Berlin [978-0811220248] 
• James Joyce, Dubliners [978-0143107453] 
• Tom McCarthy, Men in Space [978-0307388223] 
• Jon McGregor, If Nobody Speaks of Remarkable Things [978-0618344581] 
• George Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier [978-0156767507] 
• Muriel Spark, The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie [978-0061711299] 
• Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway [978-0156628709] 
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ASSIGNMENTS 

Class Participation           10% 
Good participation means having read the material assigned for the day, having brought a copy of that material to 
class, and being prepared to contribute your views on the assigned reading. Active listening and questioning are 
important components of participation. This grade is also contingent on you collaborating appropriately and 
respectfully with your classmates and me. You will not earn a good participation grade if you just attend class 
and do not actively involve yourself in class discussions. Failure to bring the readings to class (including those 
that you need to print from Blackboard) will result in an unexcused absence. Should there be any reason that 
hinders your ability to participate, please speak with me as soon as possible, and we will work together to resolve 
the situation. 

Reading Responses           10% 
Students will post 10, 300-word responses to prompts on the Blackboard discussion board. These relatively 
informal, low-pressure responses will serve to guide class discussion and address concerns, questions, and 
observations that students may have about the reading for the day. My hope is that responses help you prepare for 
class discussion on the following day. Reading responses must be posted to the discussion board by 9:00 am on 
the day of class, so that I may read them and use them to help prepare class discussions. 

Reading Quizzes            10% 
There will be occasional, very short, 5-question quiz. These quizzes will be used to make sure that you are keeping 
up with the reading and will cover basic information included in the day’s reading. There are 11 reading quizzes, 
and the lowest quiz grade will be dropped at the end of the semester. 

McGregor Extended Response          5% 
In lieu of classes that are canceled on 21, 28, and 30 November, you will read Jon McGregor’s novel If Nobody 
Speaks of Remarkable Things and produce an extended (900 word) and more engaged reading response. Unlike 
other responses, this will be evaluated, though not with the rigor of a formal academic paper. (More details to 
come.) 

Agenda Setting            15% 
This assignment involves two parts: 1) Students will present on a specific topic related to an individual text. The 
presentations should provide relevant information and propose problems and points of interest that allow the class 
to discuss the texts in the context of critical debates (e.g., national identity, modernism, postmodernism, some 
culturally or historically relevant material, etc.). 2) For that same text, students will post a series of questions on 
the class discussion board that relate to the reading for that day, to which the rest of the class will respond. These 
questions will situate the day’s reading within the critical, theoretical, and historical concerns of the class. These 
questions must be posted on the class day before the assigned session. Agenda setting and presentations will be 
scheduled during the first week of class. Students should also plan to meet with the instructor while preparing this 
assignment. 

Short Papers            20% 
Students will respond to 2 prompts throughout the semester with a 900–1200 word essay. (More details to come.) 

Final Paper            30% 
Students will construct a 2000–2500 word paper that analyzes a particular text or texts that we’ve dealt with in 
class. (More details to come.) 

 

Grade Scale 

E: 0–59  D: 60–66 D+: 67–69 C-: 70–72 C: 73–76 C+: 77–79 B-: 80–82 

B: 83–86 B+: 87–89 A-: 90–92 A: 93–100 

 

POLICIES/RESOURCES 

Attendance is essential to the success of this class. Therefore, each unexcused absence after three will result in the 
lowering of your final grade by a third of a grade. Excused absences, such as those for documented illness, 
family tragedy, religious observance, or travel for inter-collegiate athletics, will not affect your grade, though it is 
your responsibility to provide the appropriate documentation and get all missed work. Seven unexcused absences 
will automatically result in failure for the course. 
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Tardiness is disruptive to the classroom environment, and prevents you from fully participating and assimilating the 
information and materials discussed in class. If you are late, please still come to class, but excessive tardiness will 
lower your participation grade. 

Cell Phones/Electronic Devices: For all classes, cell phones and all other electronic devices must be turned OFF before 
class (not on silent or vibrate). Any usage outside of designated class activities will result in a 0 for your final 
participation grade. Extensive research (e.g., Sana, et al.; Hembrooke and Gay; Mueller and Oppenheimer) has 
shown laptops, tablets, etc. to be significant distractions for both users and nearby students. 

Plagiarism is the unauthorized use of the words or ideas of another person. It is a serious academic offense that can result 
in referral to the Office of Community Standards and Student Responsibility and failure for the course. Please 
remember that at no point during the writing process should the work of others be presented as your own. 

Student Work must be completed and submitted on time. All assignments should be turned in during the class period when 
they are due. Late assignments will lose one full letter grade for each day they are late. The grade will not be 
affected when an assignment is late for reasons that would result in an excused absence, though it is the 
responsibility of the student to contact the instructor to establish a new deadline. Students who know they will 
miss the class when the assignment is due must contact the instructor as soon as possible in advance of class to 
arrange for submission of the assignment. 

Class Cancellation Policy: In the unlikely event of an emergency, I will contact you via email and request that a note be 
placed on the door. In addition, I will contact you following the cancellation to let you know what will be expected 
of you for our next class meeting. 

The Student Writing Center [https://www.ohio.edu/uc/aac/swc.cfm], located in the Alden Library (2nd floor), provides 
free scheduled and walk-in face-to-face appointments as well as online appointments. Assistance is available at 
any stage of the writing process, from understanding the assignment to looking at the revised draft. You can get 
help with developing the thesis or main idea, organizing or developing the ideas, the bibliography, grammatical 
issues or any other writing concerns. For free, 50-minute sessions, visit http://ohio.mywconline.com. Once 
registered, you can see and schedule an appointment up to a week in advance. 

 

SCHEDULE 

Week One 

29 August 
- Course Introduction 

31 August 
READING QUIZ 1 

- Conrad, Heart of Darkness 3–37 
Week Two 

5 September 
RESPONSE 1 

- Conrad, Heart of Darkness 38–96 
- “Commentary” [HOD xxi–liii] 
- “Selections from The Congo Diary” [HOD 97–109] 

7 September 
READING QUIZ 2 

- Joyce, “Araby” [Dubliners 19–25] 
- Joyce, “The Dead” [Dubliners 151–194] 

Week Three 

12 September 
RESPONSE 2 

- Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway [3–151] 

14 September 
READING QUIZ 3 

- Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway [151–194] 
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Week Four 

19 September 
SHORT PAPER 1 DUE 

- Gibbon, Sunset Song [1–71] 

21 September 
READING QUIZ 4 

- Gibbon, Sunset Song [72–113] 

Week Five 

26 September 
RESPONSE 3 

- Gibbon, Sunset Song [114–185] 

28 September 
READING QUIZ 5 

- Gibbon, Sunset Song [186–262] 

Week Six 

3 October 
RESPONSE 4 

- Isherwood, Goodbye to Berlin [3–76] 

5 October 
READING QUIZ 6 

- Isherwood, Goodbye to Berlin [77–138] 

Week Seven 

10 October 
READING DAY. NO CLASS. 

 

12 October 
RESPONSE 5 

- Isherwood, Goodbye to Berlin [139–206] 

 

Week Eight 

17 October 
RESPONSE 6 

- Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier [5–118] 

19 October 
READING QUIZ 7 

- Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier [121–170] 

Week Nine 

24 October 
RESPONSE 7 

- Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier [171–232] 
- Gollancz, Foreword [Wigan Pier ix–xxii] 

26 October 
READING QUIZ 8 

- Spark, The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie [1–41] 

Week Ten 

31 October 
SHORT PAPER 2 

- Spark, The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie [43–137] 
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2 November 
- Beckett, Endgame [entire play] 

Week Eleven 

7 November 
READING QUIZ 9 

- Kelman, “Greyhound for Breakfast” [Blackboard] 
- Kelman, from How Late It Was, How Late [Blackboard] 

9 November 
RESPONSE 8 

- Heaney, “Station Island” [Blackboard] 

Week Twelve 

14 November 
RESPONSE 9 

- McCarthy, Men in Space [3–72] 

16 November 
READING QUIZ 10 

- McCarthy, Men in Space [72–113] 
Week Thirteen 

21 November 
NO CLASS. 

- Read McGregor, If Nobody Speaks of Remarkable Things. 

23 November 
THANKSGIVING BREAK. NO CLASS. 

Week Fourteen 

28 November 
NO CLASS. 

- Read McGregor, If Nobody Speaks of Remarkable Things. 

30 November 
NO CLASS. 

- Read McGregor, If Nobody Speaks of Remarkable Things. 

Week Fifteen 

5 December 
MCGREGOR EXTENDED RESPONSE DUE 

- McCarthy, Men in Space [114–230] 

7 December 
READING QUIZ 11 

- McCarthy, Men in Space [230–278] 
Finals Week 

 12 December 
FINAL PAPER DUE 


